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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 
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2a)Kl This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) £<] Claim(s) 1-14 is/are pending in the application. 
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6) [X] Claim(s) 1-14 is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is responsive to Amendment, filed 08/08/2007. 
Claims 1-14 are pending in this application. In the Amendment, claims 1-8, and 12 were 
amended. This action is made Final. 

Claim Objections 

Claim following claim 13 is objected to because of the following informalities: the last 
claim is missing the claim number. The examiner assumes the claim to be claim 14. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: serial numbers of 
related applications need to be added to the specification. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rivette et al. 
("Rivette", U.S. Pat. No. 6,499,026) and Messinger et al. ("Messinger", U.S. Pat. No. 
7,000,187). 

Per claim 1 , Rivette teaches a user interface in which a user may perform a required task, 
the user interface including a window on a computer screen comprising: 
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a first pane displaying two or more view selection links, the first pane having one of the 
two or more view selection links selected by the user at any point in time (see figs. 117 and 118; 
first pane 11718; two or more view selection links 1 1 704; a user can select one of the two or 
more view selection links 11704 at any point in time, see col. 1 14, lines 23-33); 

a second pane displaying one content pattern selected from two or more content patterns, 
wherein the two or more content patterns are associated with the respective two or more view 
selection links and wherein the one content pattern selected is selected based on the selected one 
of the two or more view selection links (see figs. 117 and 1 18; second pane 1 1706; the document 
pane 1 1 706 display documents or patents with a pattern selected from two or more patterns. 
Documents or patents are displayed with bibliographic information pattern having the title, 
abstract, inventor... and the user can select an arbitrary number of bibliographic fields, see, col 
114, lines 33-40. Furthermore, the two or more content patterns are associated with the 
respective two or more view selection links 11704 and wherein the one content pattern selected 
is selected based on the selected one of the two or more view selection links 11704, see col 114, 
lines 23-33); and 

a third pane displaying one or more links to activities that are directly related to the one 
content pattern selected from the two or more content patterns but that are not directly related to 
the task (fig. 1 1 7; the third pane 1 1708 displaying one or more links to activities (i.e. notes) that 
are directly related to the one content pattern selected from the two or more content patterns but 
that are not directly related to the task, see col 114, lines 47-50), 

Rivette does not specifically teach the selection links are specifically push the user for 
completing the task required of the user. However, Messinger teaches the selection links are 
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specifically push" the user for completing the task required of the user (fig. 13A; col. 2 5 lines 25- 
35 and lines 50-62; fig. 13 A, links 43, steps 400 for completing a task). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include the teaching 
of Messinger in the invention of Rivette in order to provide the user help instructions for 
completing a task with a task step indication that is coupled to a respective sequence instruction, 
where the associated task step indication is highlighted in sequence with a respective instruction 
being displayed. 

Per claim 2, Rivette teaches the user interface of claim 1, wherein the window further 
comprises: a fourth pane displaying one or more links to context related information (fig. 125; 
fourth pane 12506; context related information 12510; see col. 118, lines 47-63), wherein 
selecting one of the one or more links to context related information displays a second window 
displaying an application associated with the selected one of the one or more links to context 
related information (fig. 125; col. 1 18, lines 53-64; a user can select one of the link by selecting 
pen 12508 to highlight the title J 25 10 and presses the add a new patent/ document Note button 
13704. This new note is being display in a Note window 12514 (second window). The Note 
window is displaying an application associated with the selected one of the one or more links to 
context related information, see col 118, line 65-col. 119, line 6), and further wherein context 
related information is information selected from related data objects and documents (see col. 
1 18, lines 53-64 and col. 119, lines 1-6; the context related information (title 12510) is 
information selected from related data objects and documents (i.e. references numbers 12516 
and 12544). 
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Per claim 3, Rivette teaches the user interface of claim 2, wherein the fourth pane further 
comprises a search field for performing a search of structured and unstructured data and for 
returning the results of the search in a third window displaying the search results (see fig. 140 
and col. 121, lines 10-17; fourth pane 12506 has a search field (search button 13502) to perform 
a search of the data in the databases. When the search button is select user is presented with 
search screen 14002 of fig, 140. The examiner considers a search of structured data to be 
defining a particular search parameter structure having the search in terms of patent number, 
title, inventor, assignee, class, user-defined keywords, date of issue, and abstract, and the search 
of unstructured data to he search only by entering text in the full patent text field. The search 
results is display in a third window (window 14102 of fig. 141), see col. 121, lines 45-50). 

Per claim 4 5 Rivette teaches the user interface of claim 1, wherein the content patterns are 
selected from a content pattern template (figs. 1 17 and 118; col. 1 14, lines 30-40; the user can 
select an arbitrary number of bibliographic fields from the bibliographic information template 
for a display patt ern of documents or patents.) 

Per claim 5, Rivette teaches the user interface of claim 4, wherein the content pattern 
templates are selected from one of a selection view content pattern, an object selection content 
pattern, a factsheet view content pattern, a main view content pattern, and a master-detail view 
content pattern (figs. 1 1 7 and 1 1 8; col. 1 14, line 30-40; the user can select an arbitrary number 
of bibliographic fields as template for a display pattern of documents or patents.) 

Per claim 6, Rivette teaches the user interface of claim 1, wherein the third pane further 
comprises an expansion icon, the selection of which causes the toggling of the display of the one 
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or more links to activities (figs. 117 and 125; col. 1 19, lines 1-6 and 28-42; icon 12516 and 

12544). 

Per claim 7, Rivette teaches the user interface of claim 2, wherein the fourth pane further 
comprises an expansion icon, the selection of which causes the toggling of the display of the one 
or more links to context related information (fig. 125; fourth pane 12506; the examiner considers 
maximization icon at the right side corner of fourth pane 12506 to be an expansion icon, and the 
selection of which causes the toggling of the display to a maximized display of the one or more 
links to context related information.) 

Claim 8 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 1. Rivette further teaches a memory; 
and a microprocessor in communication with the memory (col. 15, lines 40-46; CPUs, and 
RAM). 

Claims 9-14 are rejected under the same rationale as claims 2-7 respectively. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to the amendment have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
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the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh T. Vu whose telephone number is (571) 272-4073. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur and every other Fri 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L. Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Sy D. Luu/ 
Sy D. Luu 
Primary Examiner 
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